
Call for Abstracts
The joint annual meeting of the Israel Geological Society 

and the Israel Association of Water Resources

Yearim Hotel, Maale Hachamisha
Tuesday-Thursday, 

March 24-26,
2020

To all members,

This Call includes instructions and guidelines for the submission of:
✓ Abstracts
✓ Awards and medals nominations
✓ Posters, short presentation and photos contest

For the joint annual meeting of the Israel Geological Society and the Israel Association for 
Water Resources. 

The meeting will be held at the Yearim Hotel, Maale Hachamisha, Tuesday-Thursday, 
March 24-26, 2020. Instructions for registration and payments for the annual meeting 
and accommodations will be publish in January 2020.

1. Abstracts submission for presentations and posters

For abstract guidelines and submission please refer to the IGS website 
(https://www.igs.org.il/abstracts-submission) or the IAWR website 
(http://www.eyal-water.org/products/---2020) and follow the instructions. Please note 
that the maximum abstract length is 300 words.

When submitting your abstract, please indicate your preferred session (Browse through 
the session programme and select the session of your interest) and your preference for 
poster presentation or for oral presentation. However, please note that there is no 
guarantee that an oral preference can be realized.

Please mention in advance if your preferred language of presentation is English, and we 
will examine the option to have the entire session in English. 

Posters: Maximum size 90 cm X 120 cm, Portrait/Landscape.

Submission Deadline: Sunday, January 19, 2020

https://vaad55.wixsite.com/website
http://www.eyal-water.org/
http://www.eyal-water.org/
https://www.igs.org.il/abstracts-submission
http://www.eyal-water.org/products/---2020


2. Awards and Decorations

The IAWR is honored to give the following awards:

I. Goldschmidt Award for an excellent Master’s Thesis in the field of Hydrology and 

Water Resources Management. Theses may be submitted up to 3 years after the 

Master’s Degree was granted, in PDF format and accompanied with a 

recommendation by a Professor, to Tamir Kamai - tamirk@volcani.agri.gov.il. 

Deadline for Thesis submission is January 12, 2020.

II. Israel Association for Water Resources Honorary Membership is awarded for a 

significant contribution to the fields of Hydrology and and Water Resources in 

Israel. To propose candidates please send recommendations to Ido Negev - 

nido@mekorot.co.il.

This year, the IGS will give the following awards and medals:

I. The Rafael Freund award for an excellent publication in the field of Earth Science 

that was published within the last 3 years, or cumulative contributions in the form 

of several publications within the 5 years prior to the committee's decision.

II. The Peretz Grader award is awarded to a member of the Geological Society, under 

the age of 36, for a significant publication in the Earth sciences.

III. The Israel Geological Society Medal  for a significant contribution to the Israeli 

society in the field of Earth Science. 

IV. Israel Geological Society Honorary Membership. 

V. The John K. Hall award for applied research and infrastructural project in Earth 

Sciences.

VI. ICL Award for excellent project in the field of earth sciences that includes 

significant field work is awarded to students, members of the IGS (M.Sc. and 

above).

The criteria for candidates submission are specified in the IGS website 
(https://www.igs.org.il/about). For further details regarding the ICL Award please contact 
Amos Salamon. 

Any offers for candidates will be submitted directly to the president of the IGS, Amos 
Salamon at  salamon@gsi.gov.il, accompanied with a letter, no later than Sunday January 
26, 2020. 

The awards, medals and decorations will be presented at the awards ceremony of the IGS 
annual meeting.

mailto:tamirk@volcani.agri.gov.il
mailto:salamon@gsi.gov.il


3. Membership Fee Payment

The 2020 annual membership fee is 250 NIS. Students and seniors fee is 125 NIS. 
Participants are required to pay membership fee online to the society or association they 
are registered to. Members of both groups are permitted to pay a single membership fee to 
the society/association of their choosing. Membership fee payment is required for 
registration.

IGS:

∙ Pay with credit cards online in the following link: Membership fee payment. 
Membership fees payment is made with the PAYBOX App (Available on website and 
mobile for registered users or guests). 

∙ Pay with checks to the order of the Israel Geological Society. Please send checks to 
Sarit Ashckenazi-Polivoda at the address: The Dead Sea and Arava Science Center, 
Yair Station, Hazeva.

IAWR:

∙ Pay with credit cards online in the following link: www.eyal-water.org. 

∙ Pay with checks to the order of the Israel Association for Water Resources. Please 
send checks to the Israel Association for Water Resources at the address: PO Box 
800, Beit-Shemesh, Postal code 99107.

Receipt will be handed at the annual meeting or sent by mail upon demand. 

 

4. Contests

This year, contests are open for participants from both associations.  All members are 
welcome to join!

I. Posters

The traditional annual contest for best poster will be held this year, and prizes will be given 
to best posters. Poster size: 120 cm X 90 cm, either landscape or portrait. 

Recommendations for poster design can be found in the following link: 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/winnebago/Wha
tMakesaGoodPoster.doc

https://vaad55.wixsite.com/website/membership-fee
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/winnebago/WhatMakesaGoodPoster.doc
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/winnebago/WhatMakesaGoodPoster.doc


II. Short Presentation Contest

The short presentation aims to encourage scientists to present scientific, engineering, and 
technological matters to the public as more approachable content, in the format of 3 
minute presentations. The contest will be held according to the FameLab rules 
(https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/famelab/rules/):

1. You have 3 minutes to present any topic of your choice that is within the fields of 
interest of both associations.

2. You cannot use a PowerPoint, other electronic presentation or audio recording.
3. You can only use the props that you can carry onto stage yourself (there will be no 

time for set up).

Examples of short presentations can be found on FameLab YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/famelab).

Please send us the topic of your presentation with a short description to vaad@igs.org.il 
under the subject “Short Presentation Contest - …”.

III. Photo Contest

We invite members of both associations to share their best photographs.

You may send up to 3 original photos of interesting or unique geological and hydrological 
phenomena found in the field, discovered in the laboratory, or taken during society 
activities. The best photographs will be selected by the board and presented with a full 
credit to photographers on both the IGS and the IAWR website. 

Please send us high resolution photographs, optimal for website display (720px1280p) to 
vaad@igs.org.il under the subject “Photo Contest - …”.

 

5. Donations, Sponsorship and Advertisement

The joint meeting is attended by many professional research teams and companies in the 
field of earth sciences. It is a great opportunity for advertisers and sponsors to join the 
meeting and support the activities of the IGS and the IAWR. 

Contact information for advertisers and sponsors 

IGS: Gal Yasur, Secretary, galyasur@gmail.com.

IAWR: Sylvie Witenberg, Secretary, Office 02-5005494 / Mobile 050-5063076 / Email 
eyal@eyal-water.org.

https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/science/famelab/rules/
https://www.youtube.com/user/famelab
mailto:vaad@igs.org.il
mailto:vaad@igs.org.il
mailto:galyasur@gmail.com


6. Administration

a. IAWR Council Elections 2020: This year, elections will be held for President, Vice 
President, and Secretary positions, Since several members of Council are due to 
retire at the Annual Meeting in 2020, the call for nominations to the council is now 
open.

b. Call for registration: Will be published on January and include participation fees, 
instructions for registration, and the annual meeting and excursions programme.

 

Thank you for considering sharing your science and work at the joint Annual Meeting of 
the IGS and the IAWR!

Israel geological Society

Amos Salamon, President
Sigal Abramovich, Vice President
Sarit Ashckenazi-Polivoda, Treasurer
Yael Leshno
Leeron Ashkenazi
Chen Kenigsberg
Eran Frucht
Kobi Havusha, Website Operator
Gal Yasur, Secretary

Israel Association for Water Resources

Ido Negev, Chairman
Tamir Kamai, Vice Chairman
Roi Shapira, Secretary
Sylvie Witenberg, Administrative Secretary
Noam Barnoy, Treasurer
Adi Loewy
Alana Loewenstern-Tenzer
Doron Kalisman
Elazar Reuven



 Suggested Sessions for the IGS - IAWR meeting

We hereby present the suggested sessions for the joint annual meeting of the Israel Geological 

Society and the Israel Association for Water Resources. The list includes joint sessions for members 

of both associations, special sessions for the 2020 meeting, and general sessions. 

The list is still open for additional offers. Please submit the title of the session and a short 

description (Hebrew and English) to the IGS (salamon@gsi.gov.il) and the IAWR 

(nido@mekorot.co.il).

 

1. IGS - IAWR Joint Sessions

1. National policy in the field of earth and environmental sciences and water management in 
Israel.
Sponsored by the Ministry of science: Ideas, guidelines and offers as the base of decision 
making and construction of agenda in order to acheieve national goals.

2. KKL session
Sponsored by the Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael) 

3. Hazardous waste disposal by burial - Geology and environment
Ofra Klein-Ben David

4. Panel: On the connections between earth sciences, environment and water, and the 
planning administration and the executive authorities in Israel.
Ori Dor: Strengthening the connections between the planning administration and the 
executive authorities in Israel and the professional researches in the fields of earth sciences, 
environment and water resources, for the benefit of all the organizations involved. The 
panel will include 4-5 representatives who are working alongside or use services provided 
by geologists. In the first part of the session, all members of the panel will answer several 
short questions followed by general questions, while the second part will include a guided 
conversation with the audience.  

5. Terrestrial and offshore slope stability and landslides 
Shalev Siman-Tov and Oded Katz: Studying slope stability and landslides raised interest in 
both, the basic-science and applied aspects, in topics like: geological and seismic hazards, 
the development of offshore infrastructures, land - sea sediment transport, landscape 
evolution and climate changes. We welcome contributors who study any aspect of slope 
stability and landslides to be part of our session.

mailto:salamon@gsi.gov.il


6. Hydrogeology and hydrogeomorphology

7. Geochemistry and water sources salinization processes 

8. Topics in hydrogeology of the Dead Sea.

Additional sessions will be Classified as joint sessions according to mutual interest.

2.  IGS Special Sessions

1. Planetary Geology
Roi Naor: Research concerned with geological processes in celestial bodies (such as the 
planets and their moons, asteroids, comets, and meteorite) as well as the study of 
terrestrial analogs to these processes.

2. The relationship between man and his considerations and rock
Rotem Elinson: The connection between man and rock is closely related to the different 
periods of settlement throughout the country and the world. Man used the rock for his 
needs, carved the stones of his houses, and considerations of where to place ancient 
settlements were influenced by the environmental factors, and in particular the bedrock. 
This session will deal with the relationship between man and rock, throughout the 
different periods.

3. Running water and Tectonic deformation as forces that shape our landscape - Dynamic 
geomorphology and morphotectonics
Yoav Avni: This session will be focused on the complex connections between running 
water, climate, and tectonic activity. What is the role of these forces in shaping and 
changing the face  of the earth, and even other planets (Mars)? 

4. Paleoenvironmental insight of the natural resources in Israel
Sarit Ashckenazi-Polivoda and Aya Schneider-Mor: This session is applied to all research 
within the board field of paleoenvironmental aspects such as deposition conditions, 
dating and the creation of the natural reserves in Israel: phosphates, organic-rich 
sediments, gas, oil, and minerals. We welcome abstracts from various fields such as 
geochemistry, paleontology, sedimentology, and stratigraphy.

5. Geochemical aspects of earth's mantle
Oded Elazar

6. Engineering geology
Dagan Bakun Mazor: Infrastructure development in Israel during recent years yielded 
many projects that combine research of various subjects in engineering geology. This 
session is applied to all research within the field of engineering geology: Rock and soil 
mechanics, geological and seismological hazards, and innovations in petrophysics. 

7. Applying geochemistry tools for archeological studies
Yehudit Harlavan: Geochemistry utilises the elemental compositions and distribution of 
earthy material for the investigation of many earth sciences subjects. Since archaeological 
artefacts are made of earthy materials such as stone, clay and ore, the use of 
geochemistry methodology and knowledge, including isotope geology, can be conducive 
in understanding many archaeological questions such as the source of materials and 
ancient processes.



8. Geoinformatics: Upcoming methods in geological data analysis
Yael Leshno: The expanding use of technical capabilities allows researchers to generate and 
analyze larger volumes of data than ever before. We encourage abstracts that highlight the 
use of big data, models, machine learning and visualization. The session will aim to showcase 
the future of digital data in the geosciences, including topics such as the application in 
climate predictions, disasters, and more.
GSA Division: https://community.geosociety.org/geoinformaticsdivision/home

9. Earthquake hazards in israel
Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee for Earthquake Preparedness in Israel.

10. New frontiers in paleontology: capturing natural processes and human impact
Yael Edelman-Furstenberg: This session will focus on the use of the fossil record to the 

conservation and recovery of ecosystems. Submissions are welcomed on differentiating 

natural environmental and anthropogenic variation, recognizing baseline communities, and 

using modern approaches to paleontologic analysis, including big data.

11. Dust, soils and in between

Onn Crouvi

Additional Sessions - IGS:

➢ The Dead Sea
➢ Earthquakes
➢ Engineering geology
➢ Geochemistry
➢ Geomorphology
➢ Geophysics

2.  IAWR Special Sessions

A. Climate change and water management under increasing uncertainty.

B. Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR).

C. Agriculture and sustainable water management.
Dani Kurtzman

➢ Hydrocarbons and resources
➢ Industry and resources
➢ The Levant basin
➢ Magmatic and metamorphic petrology
➢ Oceanography
➢ Paleoseismology
➢ Structural geology

➢ Groundwater Remediation
➢ Monitoring, treatment and reuse of 

industrial, agricultural and domestic 
wastewater management.

➢ Managed Aquifer Recharge - Wastewater 
treatment plants Shafdan, Menashe and 
more.

➢ Water supply systems development in 
Israel (Storage, transport, corporations 
etc.).

➢ Israel water resources - Additional topics.

Additional Sessions - IAWR:

➢ Groundwater hydrology
➢ Surface water hydrology
➢ Vadose zone hydrology
➢ Hydrology and water supply of the Arava 

valley.
➢ Climate change and future water 

resources management in Israel.
➢ Hydrometeorology and precipitation
➢ Water resources and agriculture: 

Irrigation, water pollution from agriculture 
etc.

➢ Water pollution from industrial sources.

https://community.geosociety.org/geoinformaticsdivision/home

